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The Gilbert and Sullivan Society of Sussex

President Va,erie Masterson C.B.E.
Vice Presidenb: Stephen Brown, Simon Butteriss, Barry Clar( Bilt Colboume,

Bruce Graham, Donald Maxwell, Cynthia Morey, Michael Simkins, Richard Suart.
Honorary Members: Christine Colboume, Kay Tanan.

From The Chair
A.s we head towardsAutumn, haven'twe had some fabulous concerts?

Many of you enjoyed our lasl event whidr was HM$ Pinafore from scralc* where the audience were lhe chorus, and some of our
friends and members took the principal roles- lt certainly was a fun afiemoon leading intc curAGM.

We have nowreceived ourProgrammetar2$24l25from the printers and if anyonewould like a copy to pass ontotheirfriends please
letmeknow.

I look fonllard to seeing you etl at our next event on the 29& Seplember - 2.45pm at the Adaslra Hall rruhere Simon Gray presents a
concertof G &Sfavouritesanda performanceoftheZoo, a mr.rsicalfiollyby Botton RareandArthurSullivanandfeaturingamongst
others Fenton Gray and MatthewClark,

I hope you all enjoy the rest of lhe Surnmerand look fonryard to meeting again in September"

Thank you all foryourcontinued support.

Sylvia N ixon (C hairpercon)

The G&S Society Centenary Convention
A number of members of the Gilbert and Sullivan Society of Sussex were fortunate enough to attend the recent convention
commemorating the 100" anniversary of the Gilbert and Sullivan Society which was held at Grim's Dyke from the 24'to 26"
May. There was a packed and very interesting programme including a talk from our Treasurer, Laurence Leng, on lsabel Jay, a
D'Oyly Carte principal soprano at the tum of the 19* and 20fr Century. Laurence drew on the slides from John Cannon's
collection forthis presenlation which featured many rarely seen images as well as rccordings and it was very well received by
the audience. Lawrence Olsworth-Peter and Eleanor Jane Moran, who have previously performed for us at the Adastra Hall,
also sang at lhe convention to much acclaim as did Opera Anywhere in a highly entertaining produc{ion of lolanthe and we look
forward to hosting representatives frsm this company in Sussex in our forthcoming season. lt was fascinating to hear reports
from each of the Affiliated Socielies represented at the convention including one aboul the Sussex Society given by Laurence
Leng who emphasised how helpful it had been to build links between ourSocieties. The convention was, in every respect, a
most enjoyable event in an idyllic setting.

The D'Oyly Carte lnterviews
Many of you will, hopefully, remember the Melvyn Tanan tribute concert, Topsy Turvy 2, last October vrften we had a number of
former D'Oyly Carters on stage talking about their life touring with the Company.

These stories were so powerful, lhey inspired me to undertake a projed to recod as many of lhese people as possible. The
first two are now complete and uploaded onto YouTube and our website. Recoding dates are now set with four more former
members forAugust and September. lMro can they be? blhtdr this space! Their names will be announced as soon as the
recordings are complete.
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Continued

lf you havent already seen them, the links are shared again klow:

The firct one is with David Mackie who r*as the Chorus Master and Associate Csnductor with the Carte trom 1975 to 1982.
https:/fyoutu. be/npv9MMGO3EY

The seccnd is wiih Vera Ryan whc nlas in the drorus and nms a principal understudy from 1959 to 1961 and then 1966 to 1967
She was also manied to the D'Oyly Carte baritoneAlan Styler-
https:/lyoutu. bela EV4Vuv3oJo

These links can also be found on our web site:
https:llwww.gilbertandsullivantoday.org.uk/copy-of-topsy-turvy-two-2023

Below are scme reyievys of lml G&S events you may have seen.

The Eastbourne G&S Soci*f conoert "G&S Abridgred". 81h June
This enjoyable conce( look us on a Savoy-age, giving us a taste of the entire G&S canon (even liesprs!}, rr/hicfr went down
well with an appreciative audience. The senic ba*drap sxihfted 1o depict the opera; and with hats, wigs, quick-change
cositumes and an aray of props, the stsries ot the cperas were told $rith some funny moments) fmm lhe perspective of a
chamderfmm eacfi.

Godalming Operatie Sosiety conce*: "Herc's a Ho!i.le$o!" 96 June
ln celebration of the start of their centenary year, we were lreated to a wonderful "sold ouf G&S concert from our friends at
Godalming Operatic Society. Nanated by RichardArthur and Nora Price, they guided us through a fascinating GOS 100-year
history. \IVith laughing song and merry dance {and a few prcpsl}, the ensemble, accompanied by their 20-piece professional
orchestra under ihe leadership of MD David Wrighl, were in fine yoice.
After the tinal cu*ain, Kay Rowan frcm The National Operatic and DramaticAssociation presented a "congratulations on
reaching 100 years" certifiete to Vice President Linda Scanlon.

Whete it alt beaan: A Day of G&5. D'Oyty Carte tsland. tf June
\Mrat a fabulous day we had at D'Oyly Carte lsland, where Godalming Operatic Society performed four sets: Patience, HMS
Pinaforc & Ifie PtTafes af Pe*zan*, then reprised lheir recent concert, with a medley from all the G&S operas. Everyone was
in fine voice and MD David Wright introduced the passages, along with a few quips, especially as planes and helicopters flew
overhead - vrrfiy would the house be built on a flight path!
VUith the variable weathel, we had the ladies sing la{ntef instead of "summef, vyhen it came to "Climbing over Rocky
Mountain". And during the Major General's 'Sighing sofrly to the river, Comes the loving breeze" we heard boats and ducks on
the Thames.
The nearly s0Gstrong audiene joined in with the Act 2 finale af Pinaforc and the Policeman's song Aom Piates. Well done to
everyone and to Judith Flint, wfro took on lhe task of being Godalming's full orchestra with just her one piano.
Between times, it was also lovely to access Eyot House and to see some of Melvyn Tarran's G&S museum collection on
display-

Charles Court Opena: Ifie Sorcerer. Wilton's Musiqllill. London. 15'h June
We were lrcated to a top-notch performance of The Sarcerer by Charles Court Opera (the masters of G&S in small spaces).
Darected by John Savoumin. it was slick and very funny, sc that the packed audience were laughing throughout. The talented,
youthful and enthusiastic principals doubled up as the cftorus and everyone was in fine yoice, under the guidance af David
Eaton, MD-
Speclal lighting and a freeze-frame cf Ere action worked well" particularly in the lncantation by JWWells (excellently played by
Richard Suart) and his disappearance f "death" al the end ,-- and not a trap door in sight! Pure magic!

Ciarr Sylvia Nixon, Secre*ary-'Jane Leng, Ireasurer Laurence Leng, &fembers 8ep Pennie lngram, Designer Richard Nixon
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